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Script
All actors and roles are identified and detailed dialogue is evident.

Characters 

DEMA - Pregnant client (D)
MEGAN - Dental hygienist (M)
MOHAMMED – DDS 
 
Scene 1: Pregnant client speaks with dental hygienist first and states that she is pregnant, and DDS prescribes an X-ray.

Dental hygienist (M): Good afternoon, how are you doing today?

Pregnant client (D): Hey, I’m doing good. How are you?

M: I’m doing good. I have you in for a cleaning today. Is there anything else that you have concerns or questions about before we get started with your appointment?

D: I’m having a toothache that has been causing me a lot of discomfort and I feel some swelling.

M: How long has this been bothering you and what are your symptoms? 

D: It’s been going on for a month and I had a cavity just behind my canine tooth on the upper right that I didn’t get fixed because it was not bothering me.  

[bookmark: _Int_bREq07pu]M: Okay, I will finish with your health history first and then I will take a look at your teeth. Has anything changed from your last visit?

D: I’m 5 months pregnant that’s the only thing that’s changed.  

M: Congratulations! I will now be placing you in a semi-supine position to conduct an intraoral exam, and an extra oral exam.

D: Yes, that sounds good thanks.

CUT INTO BLACK SCREEN THAT SAYS “MEDICAL HISTORY WAS DONE, IOE AND EOE CONSUCTED BY DENTAL HYGIENIST. DENTIST WAS CALLED IN FOR X-RAY PRESCRIPTION.

Hygienist discusses results with Dentist.

M: Hey doctor, I just did an exam on my client and found a potential radiolucent lesion on tooth 14, and suspected swelling because of this. She complains of swelling only, as the cavity never bothered her before. She is also 5 months pregnant with no other changes to her medical history. Everything else looks good.

Dentist walks into the operatory area.

MO: Hello, I am the Dentist. I will be looking at your teeth today and addressing any concerns you may have.

Dentist conducts an IOE 

MO: Okay so I will be prescribing you an X-ray to get a better look at the area that’s bothering you so we can accurately have a diagnosis.

D: Oh! I thought pregnant women couldn’t have X-rays done as it might hurt the baby. I don't think I feel comfortable doing that because I don’t think that it’s safe. 

MO: I understand your concern, but it’s a misconception that dental x-rays are more harmful to pregnant women (ADA 2023). It is imperative for us to determine the cause of your discomfort because there could be a potential infection that might spread to the nearby areas and ultimately to your unborn baby. As a result, this could cause irreversible damage to the baby and might cause preterm labour in the worst-case scenario (OBGYH 2024). 

 D: Oh okay, I wasn’t aware that a cavity can get bigger.

MO: Also, to put it into perspective, X-ray machines today have significantly lower radiation doses compared to years prior (Guymon, 2015). We will only be taking one X-ray in the area where you are feeling discomfort, which is equivalent to half a day of background radiation (Ludlow, Davies-Ludlow, White 2008). You are also in the safest time to be exposed to an X-ray which is the second trimester (Johnson 2023). We will also be using a lead apron which has been proven to have “no detectable exposure to the fetus” (Iannucci and Howerton 2022). The apron will be placed that over your throat, thyroid, and belly to protect both of you and your baby from the scattered radiation. (ADA 2023)

D: Oh, that’s a relief, I wasn’t aware of the purpose of the lead apron. 

MO: Perfect, I will have the dental hygienist take the single x-ray for the tooth causing you discomfort [dentist turns to the dental hygienist] Megan could you take a periapical image on tooth 14.

M: [to the client] Alright, so I will take you to the X-ray operatory now and I will be taking an X-ray while following the infection protocols and X-ray safety guidelines. 

Scene 2: Dental hygienist prepares the operatory and follows all infection control protocols. 
(film quick set up, patient sitting on X-ray chair with led apron and film placed in the mouth) 

Hygienist and client are back to the operatory. 
Dentist comes in for a diagnosis. 

MO: After diagnosing your x-rays, the facial swelling seems to be from an infection that was caused by the cavity left untreated on your upper right tooth. The cavity went into the pulp of your tooth which is its main blood supply causing this reaction (Zanini, Meyer, and Simon 2017) At this point we won’t be able to do any hygiene treatment for you today. The untreated cavity needs immediate treatment, we will be referring you to your family doctor and dentist for further required actions. 

D: Thank you for your help. I will be discussing this with my doctors and will proceed with treatment if it is safe for me and my baby. 

SCENE
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