








Role-Play Assignment: Part 1 Summary

Mrs. Johnson & Mrs. Sohi

Class: DH113 Radiography Laboratory

Group: Megan, Dema, Gagandeep, Gurleen, Muhammad, and Tenzin.

Due date: January 5th/2023

Date submitted: December 20th/2023



Scenario: Pregnant client and the need for x-rays.
This summary will present a method for managing a client who is pregnant and in need for dental X-rays.
 Our client is a 30-year-old pregnant woman in her second trimester coming in for her routine cleaning appointment. She complains of painful and hot-to-the-touch swelling on her right cheek that has progressively worsened in the last two days. She is unable to comfortably bite her teeth together, especially while eating. The client discloses she had a previously confirmed but untreated cavity on tooth #14 at her last dental visit over a year ago. Before getting pregnant, the carious lesion did not bother her, therefore she decided that a restoration was unnecessary. The dental hygienist will start the consultation appointment by discussing the signs and symptoms and any other concerns the client complains of. The dental hygienist then communicates the conversation to the dentist, so he can examine and prescribe an X-ray. The facial swelling presented may be a reaction caused by a potential underlying condition rendering it medically necessary for a diagnosis. Therefore, an X-ray is necessary to examine the cavity progression and the tooth structure that is not clinically visible for any signs of tooth decay, pulp infection, and any swelling or cysts (Iannucci and Howerton 2022). After getting the dentist’s prescription for a periapical X-ray, the hygienist proceeds to communicate the next steps for the client. The dental hygienist will explain the process of taking an X-ray in depth while discussing the risks and benefits associated with it. The client communicates her concern about taking an X-ray while pregnant and if she can proceed with her appointment without it. The dental hygienist explains the benefits of dental X-ray and how it outweighs the risk factors for any individual and assures that the second trimester is the ideal treatment time (Iannucci and Howerton 2022). The first trimester is a critical period of development for the baby, and during the third trimester, stresses should be reduced because of potential stress-induced early labor. During both trimesters, there is an increased risk from radiation (Johnson 2023). The client finally agrees and provides consent for the X-ray after hearing the benefits and safety procedures. The hygienist proceeds to take the client into the X-ray laboratory to expose the image while implementing the necessary precautions. We will follow proper infection control and use a lead apron and thyroid collar for accurate and adequate safety of the client and fetus during exposure (Johnson 2023). Diagnosis of the dental x-ray will be done initially by the dental hygienist, without open disclosure with the client, and then confirmed and communicated by the dentist to the client. Throughout the entire scenario, the dental hygienist will be demonstrating professionalism, compassion, care, and accurate treatment for our client (Iannucci and Howerton 2022).
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